To: Traci Capella 

From: Timothy Charles Holmseth 

In Re: Misconduct / Matthew J. Petrovich

December 28, 2013  
I. OVERVIEW
Matthew J. Petrovich is the Guardian Ad Litem (GAL) assigned to Minnesota Case Number 60-FA-13-468. He is assigned to represent the best interests of REDACTED Holmseth, 8. REDACTED is the son of Timothy C. Holmseth and Rhonda W. Callahan.

Timothy Holmseth is a journalist/author that received extremely volatile information regarding a child kidnapping in 2009. He was interviewed by the Minneapolis FBI and asked to turn over some of his recorded interviews. Information given to the FBI by Timothy Holmseth led agents to suspects in the kidnapping of HaLeigh Ann-Marie 
Cummings. 

Shortly after Timothy Holmseth conducted the aforementioned interviews, suspects in the kidnapping contacted his child’s mother, Rhonda Callahan. They also contacted the East Grand Forks Police Department (EGFPD). Countless unfounded and screened out complaints were made to police and social services. 
At that time in 2009, Timothy Holmseth became the target of a defamation campaign that uses false police reports and false child protection reports as a method of discrediting and terrorizing witnesses in the Cummings kidnapping. 

Matthew Petrovich was assigned to HOLMSETH VS. CALLAHAN in 2011 amidst a barrage of child protection complaints filed against Timothy Holmseth by Rhonda Callahan, as well as the hospitalization of the minor child per an emotional breakdown. 

II. SUMMARY OF COMPLAINT
Matthew Petrovich is using his position as GAL of REDACTED Holmseth to assist embattled local officials that were/are vulnerable to prosecution and punishment for misconduct and criminal activity in another Minnesota case involving REDACTED’s father, Timothy Holmseth. 

Petrovich is exploiting his access to Timothy Holmseth’s eight year-old son, and threatening to make unfavorable recommendations to the Family Court, which will have an adverse affect on Timothy Holmseth’s parental rights. 
Petrovich has been pressuring Timothy Holmseth to stop his legal actions and whistle-blowing-type publishing activities but Holmseth refused/refuses to capitulate to Petrovich’s threats. Petrovich has taken issue with the fact Timothy Holmseth has filed many complaints and grievances against officials. 
During a hearing on October 9, 2013 Petrovich carried out his threats against Timothy Holmseth. 

Petrovich specifically stated in a GAL report to District Judge Tamara Yon that Timothy Holmseth experiences “paranoia” regarding the East Grand Forks Police Department and City Attorney Ronald Galstad. He then stated the “paranoia” was having a negative impact on his son. 
Petrovich also told the Judge that Timothy Holmseth’s online publishing affects his son. The publishing to which Petrovich is referring can be found primarily at www.writeintoaction.com where Timothy Holmseth, an experienced reporter and journalist, is chronicling corruption in the Ninth Minnesota Judicial District. 

Although Timothy Holmseth’s son does not view his father’s website, nor is he involved in the published work product in any way, Petrovich told the Judge he believes the child is negatively affected by his father’s work. 
Petrovich further reported to Judge Yon that Timothy Holmseth’s aforementioned “paranoia” is detrimental to the mental health of his son. 
Petrovich’s statement to the Court completed a full circle and left no room for the possibility that Timothy Holmseth was not paranoid. Petrovich had determined that Timothy Holmseth’s beliefs were not based upon reality. He was conclusive and his conclusions were accompanied by a recommendation that Timothy Holmseth be required to visit his son at safety center. 

Because of Petrovich’s testimony, the Judge ordered Timothy Holmseth to visit his son at a safety center until a psychologist could assess the situation. 

Holmseth has continuously endured Petrovich’s institutional harassment, intimidation, and the leveraging of his son. Timothy Holmseth refused to stop using the grievance process and data requests for public documents regarding misconduct and criminal activity by local officials and law enforcement. 

In 2013, Timothy Holmseth’s persistence paid off and the chain of events proves Petrovich was attempting to keep something hidden. 

Documents requested by Timothy Holmseth exposed the East Grand Forks City Attorney, Minnesota Public Defender’s Office, East Grand Forks Police Department (EGFPD), and Polk County Sheriff’s Office (PCSO) for serious misconduct on a multitude of levels. 
The aforementioned misconduct involved the admission by law enforcement, that after they seized Timothy Holmseth’s computer hard-drive in December of 2012, neither the EGFPD nor PCSO kept a chain of evidence. There is no actual record of the hard-drive’s whereabouts for three and a half months. The hard-drive was secretly searched by the police with no warrant before it was returned inoperable. 

The misconduct also includes proof the EGFPD, with the help of City Attorney Ronald Galstad, was carefully staging a fraud when they used evidence containers from the Minnesota Bureau of Apprehension to store Timothy Holmseth’s property. EGF City Attorney Ronald Galstad advanced the fraud further when he deceived Judge Yon by telling her the BCA was involved in the case (the BCA later stated they knew nothing about any of it).  
The December 14, 2012 raid on Timothy Holmseth’s home-office was initially intended to be heralded to the news media as a joint operation of the EGFPD, PCSO, BCA, Minnesota Public Safety, and Pine-to-Prairie-Drug Task Force. It was intended to be the end of Timothy Holmseth. 
Absolutely nothing illegal was found.

The Police Department had deliberately terrorized Timothy Holmseth and his teenage daughter, a young girl that fought to keep the bathroom door closed while a male officer attempted to enter as she was preparing for a bath. The child was told she was lucky she was a minor or the officer would have kicked the door down. 
The BCA subsequently stated they were not associated with the Police Department and City Attorney and had no involvement in the case whatsoever. 

Timothy Holmseth’s assessment of his situation and surroundings were one-hundred percent accurate. 
He was not paranoid or delusional. 
Petrovich’s conduct has nothing to do with advancing the best interest of REDACTED Holmseth. His actions have been to protect his colleagues from exposure and prosecution. 

Petrovich’s calculated attempts to silence Timothy Holmseth are in violation of state and federal law. 

III. LEGAL VIOLATIONS
a) Extortion/Blackmail 

Petrovich is extorting and blackmailing Timothy Holmseth as defined by Minnesota Statute 609.281; Subdivision 2; Blackmail - Blackmail means a threat to expose any fact or alleged fact tending to cause shame or to subject any person to hatred, contempt, or ridicule

· Petrovich used/uses blackmail and/or extortion to assist an offender(s) whom he knows, or has reason to know, committed a crime under state and federal law. Petrovich committed extortion/blackmail with the intent of assisting the offender(s) to avoid prosecution and punishment. 

· Petrovich used/uses blackmail and/or extortion to subject Timothy Holmseth to hatred, contempt, and ridicule by making false accusations, assertions, and suggestions that Timothy Holmseth is mentally unstable, paranoid, and poses a danger to his son. 

b) Aiding an Offender 

Matthew J. Petrovich committed the crime of aiding an offender as defined by Minnesota Statute 609.495; Subdivision 1; (a) Whoever harbors, conceals, aids, or assists by word or acts another whom the actor knows or has reason to know has committed a crime under the laws of this or another state or of the United States with intent that such offender shall avoid or escape from arrest, trial, conviction, or punishment, may be sentenced to imprisonment for not more than three years or to payment of a fine of not more than $5,000, or both if the crime committed or attempted by the other person is a felony
· Petrovich used/uses blackmail to aid the offender(s) that faces prosecution and punishment for violating Timothy Holmseth’s protections under the Fourth Amendment to the United States, as well as Article 1, Section 10; Minnesota Constitution when Holmseth’s hard-drive was searched without a warrant. 

· Petrovich used/uses blackmail/extortion to coerce Timothy Holmseth in effort to force Timothy Holmseth to modify his publishing practices, which are protected by the First Amendment to the United States and Article 1; Section 3 of the Minnesota Constitution.  

· Petrovich aided an offender(s) when he subjected Timothy Holmseth to hatred, contempt, and ridicule by making false accusations, assertions, and suggestions that Timothy Holmseth is mentally unstable, paranoid, and poses a danger to his son, REDACTED. 
c) Conspiracy Against Rights 

Matthew J. Petrovich committed the crime of Conspiracy Against Rights as defined by 18 U.S. Code § 241 - Conspiracy against rights - If two or more persons conspire to injure, oppress, threaten, or intimidate any person in any State, Territory, Commonwealth, Possession, or District in the free exercise or enjoyment of any right or privilege secured to him by the Constitution or laws of the United States, or because of his having so exercised the same; or; If two or more persons go in disguise on the highway, or on the premises of another, with intent to prevent or hinder his free exercise or enjoyment of any right or privilege so secured. 

· Petrovich used/uses blackmail to aid the offender(s) that faces prosecution and punishment for violating Timothy Holmseth’s protections under the Fourth Amendment to the United States, as well as Article 1, Section 10; Minnesota Constitution when Holmseth’s hard-drive was searched without a warrant. 

· Petrovich used/uses blackmail/extortion to coerce Timothy Holmseth in effort to force Timothy Holmseth to modify his publishing practices, which are protected by the First Amendment to the United States and Article 1; Section 3 of the Minnesota Constitution.  

· Petrovich aided an offender(s) when he subjected Timothy Holmseth to hatred, contempt, and ridicule by making false accusations, assertions, and suggestions that Timothy Holmseth is mentally unstable, paranoid, and poses a danger to his son, REDACTED. 

· Petrovich used/uses blackmail to deprive Timothy Holmseth of his parental rights. 
IV. STATEMENT OF FACTS
Timothy Holmseth has been deeply grieved by Matthew Petrovich’s adverse actions ever since Petrovich’s initial appointment as guardian ad litem to the case. 
In November of 2011, immediately upon his appointment, Petrovich took adverse action against Timothy Holmseth when he refused to arrange for supervised visits during a pending CPS investigation; despite a written Order from the Court directing Petrovich to do it. 
Petrovich’s inclination to arrogantly defy a Judge as his first order of business strongly indicates he had a predetermined agenda he immediately began implementing. 

Petrovich continued to engage in adverse acts against Timothy Holmseth that showed Petrovich was attempting to maliciously label Timothy Holmseth as mentally unstable while simultaneously building a (false) child abuse/neglect case against him. 

In Petrovich’s first report to the Court he recommend Timothy Holmseth have a psychological evaluation. He did not make the same recommendation for Rhonda Callahan. Petrovich’s unbalanced recommendation showed he was going in a very specific direction.  

In 2012, Petrovich’s strange activity and unnatural ambition in HOLMSETH VS. CALLAHAN caught the attention of a play therapist working with REDACTED Holmseth. Play Therapist Kathy Colley told Play Therapist Kristina Cavalli during a scheduled meeting, that never in her career had she ever seen a guardian ad litem so deeply involved in the affairs of a family where the “child is safe in both homes”. 

Colley’s observations that the child is/was “safe” was evidenced when Grand Forks County Child Protection Services issued a unanimous finding by their team of professionals declaring the minor child showed no signs of abuse from his father or sister, whatsoever. 

Therapist Colley and the Polk County CPS office made the same findings in 2009 after Rhonda Callahan made similar accusations against Timothy Holmseth.

REDACTED Holmseth was briefed by Petrovich and Rhonda Callahan before going to stay with his father. The six year old had been given a cell-phone and instructed to call Petrovich if he felt he needed to. The child would randomly telephone Petrovich during parenting-time and make reports about his father, Timothy Holmseth (e.g. ‘my dad said a swear word’). 
REDACTED once told his father, “I’m his ears.” He was referring to his relationship with Petrovich. 

Therapist Colley stated that she expressed concerns to Petrovich regarding serious signs of parental alienation the child was exhibiting during therapy sessions. Petrovich did not note Colley’s concerns in his GAL report to the Court, nor did he note speaking with Colley. 

Timothy Holmseth strongly suspects that are many reports and observations that have been shared with Petrovich that were not favorable to Rhonda Callahan; but Petrovich does not record or note them. 

In 2012, Timothy Holmseth contacted U.S. Attorney B. Todd Jones and the Minneapolis FBI to provide information about corruption he encountered in the Ninth Minnesota Judicial District after the East Grand Forks Police Department (EGFPD) continuously refused to turn over public records; illegally fabricated records; and altered documents.    

In 2011 and 2012 Timothy Holmseth reported Attorney Ronald Galstad and Attorney Michael LaCoursiere to the District Judge and Minnesota Lawyer Board after Timothy Holmseth was threatened and coerced in a conference room at the Polk County Justice Center. LaCoursiere told Timothy Holmseth that Galstad was going to call an EGF police officer, as well as a Polk County deputy, to lie on the witness stand if Timothy Holmseth did not accept an Alford plea and continued to insist on a jury trial. 
LaCourisere named EGFPD Sgt. Detective Chris Olson and Polk County Deputy Jesse Haugen as the officers that would be called to lie. 

In December of 2012 the EGFPD obtained a search warrant to seize Timothy Holmseth’s property including his hard-drive. The hard-drive, which was property of Holmseth Publishing, contained investigative work product regarding a federal kidnapping, as well as evidence showing corruption in the Ninth Minnesota Judicial District. 
Timothy Holmseth is an experienced news reporter, investigative journalist, and author of a book. Timothy Holmseth was/is actively chronicling the activities and corruption in the Ninth Minnesota Judicial District on his website for the public to read. 

In August of 2013 Timothy Holmseth had become deeply troubled by Petrovich’s methodical harassment. Petrovich advised Timothy Holmseth he was monitoring his publication. Petrovich told Timothy Holmseth he should stop publishing on the Web. Petrovich cryptically communicated that Timothy Holmseth was risking his parental rights. 
In August of 2013 Timothy Holmseth wrote a letter to the Minnesota Attorney General (MAG) and expressed his dilemma. He mentioned Petrovich’s actions. The MAG responded with legal avenues Timothy Holmseth could pursue. The recommendations included filing complaints when necessary. 
During a court hearing August 13, 2013 Petrovich told the Judge in open court that Timothy Holmseth was/is his own worst enemy, and his suspicion of others was only hurting himself. 

Petrovich’s supervisor, Traci Kapella, was present at the hearing and heard Petrovich comment to the Judge about Holmseth’s suspicion of others and how it was working against him. 

On October 9, 2013 Petrovich repeated the same position he took against Holmseth at the prior hearing. But this time he increased the pressure. Petrovich improperly introduced Minnesota Case Number 60-CR-11-2640 by lamenting and complaining to Honorable Yon that Timothy Holmseth filed a formal complaint against East Grand Forks City Attorney Ronald Galstad. 

Petrovich then lamented to the Judge that Holmseth had also filed a complaint against him (Petrovich) too. Petrovich then told the Judge that Holmseth had filed a complaint against everybody except “Kevin Bacon”. 

Petrovich’s statement regarding “Kevin Bacon” was intended to cast doubt on Timothy Holmseth’s mental health, ridicule him, and cause the Judge to believe there was no truth or validity in what Timothy Holmseth was reporting about local officials – particularly Ronald Galstad.  

Petrovich attempted to make Holmseth appear mentally unstable, paranoid, and delusional. 

The following is an excerpt from Petrovich’s GAL report: 

“Mr. Holmseth has frequently accused Ms. Callahan of filing a false child protection report against him in an effort to blackmail, harass, and defame him, and he will point to the fact that Grand Forks CPS closed the report with no finding of abuse or neglect as proof that Ms. Callahan maliciously filed a false report against him. On the other hand, Mr. Holmseth has made reports to Polk and Grand Forks County Child Protection Agencies, the East Grand Forks Police Department, Polk County Attorney Greg Widseth, United States Attorney Todd Jones, and the FBI about Ms. Callahan. His accusations of Ms. Callahan have included psychological maltreatment of REDACTED, sexually assaulting REDACTED, fraud, blackmail, stalking, hit and run, and contempt of court. To my knowledge, Ms. Callahan has never been charged, much less convicted, of any of these allegations. Mr. Holmseth attributes that, in part, to the corruption of the East Grand Forks Police Department and City Attorney Ron Galstad.[emphasis added]”

“When I spoke to REDACTED a few weeks ago, he expressed the opinion that his father doesn’t really care if REDACTED is around because he is so preoccupied with his computer. My great concern is that the degree of paranoia that Mr. Holmseth views everything in his life will have a very detrimental effect on REDACTED.

     -Matthew Petrovich / GAL Report / October 9, 2013 

However, Timothy Holmseth refused to capitulate to the coercion and extortion being brought against him and shortly thereafter his resistance and resilience paid off. 

Timothy Holmseth submitted formal complaints and document requests to the City of East Grand Forks / East Grand Forks Police Department and the Polk County Sheriff’s Office. 
Timothy Holmseth learned (for the first time ever) from Police Chief Michael Hedlund in a letter dated September 30, 2013 that the police searched his hard-drive using a computer program that makes no changes to the hard-drive (secret search) (without a warrant). 
Timothy Holmseth learned from Police Chief Michael Hedlund in a letter dated December 6, 2013 that neither the EGFPD nor the Polk County Sheriff’s Office kept a chain of evidence regarding the hard-drive and other property seized. 

On December 6, 2013 Timothy Holmseth contacted the Minnesota Bureau of Criminal Apprehension (BCA). He inquired about the BCA evidence storage containers that were used by the EGF police to store his property. Holmseth also advised the BCA that Attorney Ronald Galstad brought up the BCA in Court to the Judge during a hearing on January 4, 2013. Galstad told the Judge the BCA needed another search warrant to search Timothy Holmseth’s computer. The BCA responded and denied any and all involvement with the case.
Galstad’s statement to the Judge about the BCA proves he was aware a warrant was needed to search Timothy Holmseth’s hard-drive. Despite Galstad knowing he had no warrant; he was actively involved in the PCSO searching the hard-drive. Galstad’s conduct is outrageous and could easily result in discipline. 
Holmseth advised the BCA that a report by the Sheriff’s Office attributed the search and seizure of Timothy Holmseth’s property and hard-drive to the Pine-to-Prairie Task Force. The BCA replied and stated they had no agent working on that Task Force.  

V. CONCLUSION
Matthew Petrovich told the Court Timothy Holmseth was paranoid, and based upon that assertion recommended Timothy Holmseth visit his child at a safety center. The truth subsequently came out that proved Timothy Holmseth was right the whole time. 

Matthew Petrovich provided criminal support to rogue elements of the EGFPD, PCSO, Minnesota Public Defender’s Office, and any other Party benefiting from the criminal defamation and blackmail that Petrovich has engaged in against Timothy Holmseth. 
Petrovich criminally defamed Timothy Holmseth to cover for other members of the legal community believing he would get away with it. He did not anticipate the sequence of events that ultimately transpired. 

Petrovich is using (abusing) an eight year-old to cover for the criminal activity of grown men. 

VI. AFTERWARD

Documentation generated at Kid First on December 2, 9, and 16 of 2013 during supervised visits between Timothy Holmseth and his son REDACTED records one hundred percent positive and healthy interaction between adult and child. 

Not one single check mark is found in the areas on the summary where inappropriate conduct or concerns are logged by the supervisor. 

In one instance it was noted the child ran to the visitation room door. 

The Kids First documents mirror the observations and findings of Therapist Kathy Colley, Polk County CPS, Dr. Madaline Barnes, and Grand Forks CPS. 

Matthew Petrovich has used his position as a GAL to fraudulently create a fictitious character and replace the real Timothy Holmseth with a Boogie Man.  

Matthew Petrovich is a criminal. 

